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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4, 6-11, 13-15, 18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable by Muehlberger et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,032,859 (see form PTO-892, Reference 
A). 

3. As per claim 1 , Muehlberger et al. teaches a method for increasing a prepaid amount 
associated with an electronic prepaid account, which comprises: generating, by an operator of a 
prepaid account, access software (see column 2, lines 31-32) that can be read by a non- 
specialized card reader of a card payment system (see abstract); reading the access software (see 
column 2, lines 31-32) with the card reader in conjunction with receiving an amount in cash from 
the owner of the prepaid account (see abstract, Figs. 5-6); transferring identification data of the 
owner of the prepaid account together with a value of the amount to an account server holding 
the prepaid account (see column 4, lines 7-20); and increasing, by the value of the amount, a 
prepaid amount that is associated with the prepaid account (see column 12, lines 16-25). 

4. As per claim 2, Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 1 described 
above. Muehlberger further teaches the method which comprises associating the prepaid account 
with telecommunications services such that when the telecommunications services are 
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performed, the prepaid account will be debited (see column 7, lines 46-67 and column 8, lines 1- 
4). 

5. As per claim 4, Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 1 described 
above. Muehlberger further teaches the method which comprises: with the account server, 
checking the identification data and generating an electronic paid-in receipt (see column 4, lines 
7-20); transmitting the electronic paid-in receipt to the card reader (see column 4, lines 7-20); 
and with the card reader, performing an operation selected from the group consisting of 
displaying the receipt, storing the receipt (see column 3, lines 44-48, where "the receipt, it being 
of a duplicate form, gives one to the customer and keeps one for the ash register" is equivalent of 
"displaying the receipt, storing the receipt"), and printing the receipt (see Fig. 5). 

6. As per claim 6, Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 1 described 
above. Muehlberger further teaches the method which comprises, with the card reader, printing 
out a first copy of the receipt for the owner of the prepaid account and a second copy of the 
receipt for an operator of the card reader (see column 3, lines 44-48, where "the receipt, it being 
of a duplicate form, gives one to the customer and keeps one for the ash register" is equivalent of 
"a first copy of the receipt for the owner of the prepaid account and a second copy of the receipt 
for an operator of the card reader"). 

7. As per claim 7, Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 1 described 
above. Muehlberger further teaches the method which comprises: transferring the identification 
data (see column 4, lines 7-20) and the value of the amount to the account server via a public 
telecommunications network (see column 8, lines 27-37). 
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8. As per claim 8, Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 1 described 
above. Muehlberger further teaches the method which comprises: providing the identification 
data with an identifier for a service that the prepaid account is used to pay for (see Figs. 2 and 5). 

9. As per claim 9, Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 8 described 
above. Muehlberger further teaches the method which comprises: providing the identification 
data with a call number (see column 4, lines 40-43) of a telecommunications network that is used 
by the owner of the prepaid account (see column 7, lines 46-65). 

10. As per claim 1 0, Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 1 described 
above. Muehlberger further teaches the method which comprises: manually inputting further 
data in conjunction with the step of reading the access software (see Figs. 2-3 and column 3, 
lines 25-32). 

11. As per claim 1 1 , Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 1 0 described 
above. Muehlberger further teaches the method wherein the further data is selected from the 
group consisting of a call number (see column 4, lines 40-43) of a telecommunications network 
used by the owner of the prepaid account (see column 1, lines 61-66) and authentication data of 
the owner (see fig. 2-3). 

12. As per claim 13, Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 1 described 
above. Muehlberger further teaches the method provides the access software (see column 2, 
lines 31-32) on an access card (see abstract and Fig. 3). 

13. As per claim 14, Muehlberger et al. teaches a configuration for allowing an owner of an 
electronic account to increase a prepaid amount associated with the electronic account, 
comprising: a non-specialized card reader unit designed to read in cards selected from the group 
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consisting of conventional prepaid cards and conventional credit cards (see abstract), said card 
reader unit designed for inputting a paid-in amount (Fig. 6); an account server (see abstract) for 
administering a prepaid account; a communication link between said card reader and said 
account server, said communication link selected from the group consisting of a 
telecommunications link and a data link (see abstract and column 1, lines 48-67); a carrier having 
an access software product (see column 2, lines 31-32) that can be read by said card reader (see 
abstract, Figs. 2-3); said account server including a receiving and processing unit designed to 
receive the paid-in amount that is input at said card reader (see abstract, Figs. 2); said receiving 
and processing unit also designed to receive identification data selected from the group 
consisting of data that is read by said card reader unit and data that is input manually (see Fig. 6). 

14. As per claim 15, Muehlberger et al. teaches claim 14 described above. Muehlberger et al. 
further teaches wherein said carrier is an access card (see Fig. 2). 

15. As per claim 1 8, Muehlberger et al. teaches claim 14 described above. Muehlberger et al. 
further teaches communications link is a public telecommunications network connecting said 
card reader unit to said account server (see abstract and column 7, lines 46-67). 

16. As per claim 20, Muehlberger et al. teaches claim 14 described above. Muehlberger et al. 
further teaches card reader unit is formed in a device selected from the group consisting of a cash 
(see column 3, lines 47-52) system and an internet-capable PC (see abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

17. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
' such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Muehlberger et al., 
U.S. Patent No. 6,032,859 (Reference A of PTO-892) as applied to claim 1 above, and in view of 
Klapka, U.S. Patent No. 5,915,007 (Reference B of PTO-892). 

19. As per claim 3, Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 1 described 
above. Muehlberger further teaches transferring the identification data and the value of the 
amount (see abstract); and processing the identification data and the value of the amount (see 
Fig. 5). 

Muehlberger does not teach to the account server essentially in real time. 

Klapka further teaches to the account server (see column 1, 64-67) essentially in real time 

(see column 7, lines 12-28). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add real time feature to the method of Muehlberger et al. because 
Klapka teaches that adding real time feature helps providing improved method and system for 
using a frequent shopper card as a phone calling card (see column 1, lines 55-60 of Klapksa). 

20. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Muehlberger et al., 
U.S. Patent No. 6,032,859 (Reference A of PTO-892) as applied to claim 4 above, and in view of 
Klapka, U.S. Patent No. 5,915,007 (Reference B of PTO-892). 

21. As per claim 5, Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 4 described 
above. 

Klapka further teaches method comprises performing the checking and generating step in 
essentially real time (see column 7, lines 12-28). 
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Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add real time feature to the method of Muehlberger et al. because 
Klapka teaches that adding real time feature helps providing improved method and system for 
using a frequent shopper card as a phone calling card (see column 1, lines 55-60 of Klapksa). 

22. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Muehlberger et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 6,032,859 (Reference A of PTO-892), in view of Reeder, U.S. Patent No. 
6,014,636 (Reference C of PTO-892). 

23. As per claim 12, Muehlberger et al. teaches the method according to claim 1 described 
above. Muehlberger further teaches the method with checking the identification data and 
evaluating the value of the amount (see Figs 2, 5 and column 8, lines 27-37); depending on a 
result of the checking and evaluating, generating a collection signal for collecting the value of 
the amount in favor of the operator of the prepaid account (see Figs. 2-6); and transferring the 
collection signal to a third-party bank server that is responsible for clearing the value of the 
amount (see column 3, lines 25-46). 

Muehlberger does not teach a gateway server of the card payment system. 

Reeder further teaches a gateway server of the card payment system (see column 5, lines 
26-33, where "server to the network gateway" is equivalent of "gateway server"). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add gateway server to the method of Muehlberger et al. because 
Reeder teaches that adding gateway server helps customer continue in the ITV home shopping 
application (see column 5, lines 63-65). 
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24. Claims 16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Muehlberger et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,032,859 (Reference A of PTO-892) as applied to claim 14 
above, and in view of Reeder, U.S. Patent No. 6,014,636 (Reference C of PTO-892). 

25. As per claim 16, Muehlberger et al. teaches claim 14 described above. Muehlberger et al. 
further teaches said account server having a receipt transmitting unit designed to transmit an 
electronic paid-in receipt to said card reader unit (see abstract and Fig. 5-6). 

Muehlberger et al. does not teach the gateway server. 

Reeder further teaches the gateway server (see column 5, lines 26-33, where "server to 
the network gateway" is equivalent of "gateway server"). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add gateway server to the configuration of Muehlberger et al. because 
Reeder teaches that adding gateway server helps customer continue in the ITV home shopping 
application (see column 5, lines 63-65). 

26. As per claim 19, Muehlberger et al. teaches claim 14 described above. Reeder further 
teaches the configuration comprising: a gateway server (see column 5, lines 26-33, where "server 
to the network gateway" is equivalent of "gateway server") having a collection signal 
transmitting unit for generating a collection signal (see column 3, lines 32-43); and a third-party 
bank server; said gateway server having means for setting up an at least temporary connection to 
said third-party bank server for transmitting the collection signal to said bank server (see column 
5, lines 20-35). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add gateway server to the configuration of Muehlberger et al. because 
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Reeder teaches that adding gateway server helps customer continue in the ITV home shopping 
application (see column 5, lines 63-65). 

27. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Muehlberger et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 6,032,859. (Reference A of PTO-892) as applied to claim 14 above, and in 
view of Reeder, U.S. Patent No. 6,014,636 (Reference C of PTO-892). 

28. As per claim 17, Muehlberger et al. teaches claim 16 described above. Reeder further 
teaches the configuration wherein: said communications link is a public telecommunications 
network connecting said card reader unit and said gateway server to said account server (see 
column 19-35). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add gateway server to the configuration of Muehlberger et al. because 
Reeder teaches that adding gateway server helps customer continue in the ITV home shopping 
application (see column 5, lines 63-65). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Liu whose telephone number is 571-270-1370. The 
examiner can normally be reached on First Friday OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick James Nolan can be reached on 571-270-0847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

*** 




